
Hints for Developing Your Project 
 
1. Read the rules carefully and be sure to cover all requirements. 

2. Be cautious using Wikipedia or similar wiki sites as a source.  Wiki pages can be edited by anyone, so the 
information included may not be accurate.  It's ok to look at such a site as a starting point for names, 
places, dates, etc. but all information should be verified through other sources. 

3. Do not limit your research to internet sources.  Get a book on your topic, visit a local museum or 
historical site, interview an expert. 

4. Try to find primary sources of  information from the time period of  the event.  These can include 
documents, letters, diaries, paintings, speeches, film clips, newspapers, government records, and 
autobiographies by someone who lived in the time period and/or experienced the event.   

A secondary source is a book, magazine article, website, etc. that was produced after the event occurred 
by someone who was not an eyewitness or participant of  the event.  An expert on a topic from 1750-
1850 is not a primary source because this person did not live in that time period, but instead has studied 
it in depth using primary sources. 

5. Include a thesis (an introductory statement of  what you are trying to prove in your presentation about 
the historical significance of  your topic) and a conclusion (a closing statement that summarizes what you 
have presented to support your thesis).  WHAT'S THE POINT of  your project? 

6. Your project should be more than a presentation of  facts (who, what, when, where).  The big question 
to answer is WHY.  You are to interpret and analyze the facts to explain their significance and draw 
conclusions.  You are to show cause and effect sequence – historical events did not happen in isolation. 

7. Check your work for spelling, capitalization, grammar, and other errors.  Have someone look at your 
work and help you check.  These kinds of  errors detract from your project. 

8. If  you use a quote, be sure to put it in italics or quotation marks and identify who said the quote. 

9. Do not copy and paste other people's work and present it as your own.  This is called plagiarism and is 
illegal!  If  you choose to include something that someone else created, give credit to the creator both on 
the project and in your Works Cited. 

10. Choose colors and art papers that are appropriate to your topic and will enhance your project. Generally, 
materials with bright colors or modern prints are not good choices for historical topics. 

11. Make your printed information of  a large enough font size and a simple enough font style that it can be 
easily read by someone standing a few feet from your project. 

12. Look at the sample page provided or go online for a sample Works Cited page.  There is specific 
information required for each type of  source.  Entries are then listed in alphabetical order.  Here is a 
free, reliable website that can help you create your Works Cited page:  www.easybib.com. 

13. Do not paste your cover page and works cited page to your project.  Staple the two pages together and 
use a paper clip or binder clip to fasten them to your board.   

14. Allow plenty of  time to do this project! 
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