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ERIE HUMANE SOCIETY & SAFENET LAUNCH “HAVEN TO HOME” 
Local Nonprofits Partner to Provide Safe Housing for Victims’ Pets 

 

Erie, PA—Together, the Erie Humane Society and SafeNet are proud to introduce the Haven to Home 

Program, which provides a safe, temporary shelter for pets belonging to victims of domestic abuse, 

while receiving safety and support from SafeNet. The pets are cared for in a loving environment and 

provided with all needs including food, water, shelter, and veterinary care, free of charge to the pet 

owner. Families are offered the opportunity to visit frequently with their pets and are reunited 

permanently with them as soon as they find safe, permanent housing. 

“Sometimes by the time a victim is able to leave, they have been so isolated from friends and 

family; their pet is all they have left. Pets have been killed because they have been used as a tool 

for power and control. This partnership allows the victim to keep in contact with their pet while 

keeping all family members safe, the furry and the human. I’m excited about this program, the 

Humane Society will be our new partner in providing Respite, Safety, and Healing for the entire 

family,” said Robyn Young, Executive Director of SafeNet. 

Statistically, 1 in 4 women will be a victim of domestic abuse. Sojournerproject.org stats that for many 

abused women, pets are sources of comfort providing strong emotional support; 98% of Americans 

consider pets to be companions or members of the family. Unfortunately, between 25% and 40% of 

abused women are unable to escape abusive situations because they worry about what will happen to 

their pets should they leave. Haven to Home provides a solution to ease or eliminate that concern for 

victims. 

“Our Haven to Home program is a needed partnership between the Erie Humane Society and 

SafeNet that recognizes the urgency for families to leave domestically abusive relationships.  

However, in many cases they are fearful of losing their companion animal(s).  The Erie Humane 

Society will work to provide shelter to a victim’s pet while they are in transitional housing and 

receiving necessary services.  EHS will provide 100% boarding, medical services, and lots of love to 

each pet residing with us until they are reunited with their family.  We do not limit a pets stay with 

the organization, as we understand it can take time to move into a safe and healthy home 

environment,” said Nicole Leone, Executive Director of the Erie Humane Society. 



 

 

The Erie Humane Society and SafeNet will host a cocktail reception on Friday, March 25th, from 6:30pm 

to 8:30pm, at the Erie Humane Society for members of their respective Board of Directors and donors, 

to officially launch the program. Representatives from both organizations will be present to answer 

questions and provide tours of the Haven to Home kennel area. 

 

ABOUT THE ERIE HUMANE SOCIETY 

The Erie Humane Society is a local, independent, registered 501-c3 nonprofit, animal shelter. Operating 

under “no-kill” standards, our mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, and rehome pets in need. We work to 

rehabilitate the whole pet; understanding their behavioral, medical, and emotional needs. The 

organization receives no governmental assistance or funds from national advocacy programs for shelter 

operations and we have no affiliation with the Humane Society of the United States. We are located at 

2407 Zimmerly Road, Erie, PA 16506. 

ABOUT SAFENET 

Since 1974, SafeNet remains the only state recognized domestic violence agency in Erie. Because of 

state recognition by PCADV, SafeNet is the only Erie agency able to assure that employees and 

advocates have received at least 40 hours of state training. SafeNet counselor/advocates also benefit 

from legal privilege, which means survivors confidential records are not at risk for subpoenas by 

abuser’s attorneys. SafeNet is Erie’s expert in handling domestic violence cases safely and confidentially.  

SafeNet is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization providing free and confidential services to all victims of 

domestic violence including safe housing services, transitional housing programs, counseling, safety 

planning, legal advocacy, education, and children’s programs. SafeNet serves approximately 2,000 

victims of domestic violence annually. Of the 500 individuals that we serve each year in safe housing, 

half are children under the age of twelve. In addition to the children who accompany their parents, 

SafeNet also provides community-based counseling to children under the age of seventeen. Victims of 

domestic violence can come to SafeNet’s offices at 1702 French Street, Erie PA 16501, make an 

appointment, or call the 24/7 emergency hotline at 814-454-8161. 
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