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Greetings!
I believe it goes without saying that I am grateful to be on the backend of this 

pandemic. Although I don’t believe we are completely out of the woods, data 
indicates that individuals impacted by the virus today don’t get as ill nor will they 
likely need to be hospitalized if fully-vaccinated. I am glad to report that 100% of 
our residents are vaccinated and 95% of our team members are vaccinated.

Throughout this past 27 months, our core team has remained strong and 
dedicated to the care of our residents. I appreciate their steadfastness in times 
when we were navigating through unchartered waters.

Over the past few months we have seen life at The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley return to some sense of normalcy. Residents are enjoying each other’s 
company and participating in various activities including their annual Sweethearts 
at 90 celebration. Perhaps the photos on the cover and enclosed will give you a 
sense of their joy!

Residents have also enjoyed our house pets including our newest addition – 
Millie. Millie is a rescued Calico cat and loves visiting throughout the building. In 

addition, our new aviary provides a lot of 
joy for residents who love to bird watch. 

Barney, my Bernedoodle dog, loves to visit on occasion. His sweet and calm 
demeanor is welcomed by the residents and he loves to cuddle when given the 
opportunity. As a pet- friendly community, a couple of our residents enjoy their 
own pets as well.

This spring, our maintenance team has taken great care of our grounds 
creating beautiful spaces for residents to enjoy including our courtyard with 
a pergola, the koi pond, pavilion and more. Given the opportunity, I hope 
residents and their families can enjoy the spaces together during these coming 
months.

This year, The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley is once again participating in 
PA OH Gives, Giving Week hosted by the Community Foundation of Western 
PA and Eastern OH. The PA OH Gives campaign runs June 18 through 24. All 
gifts given to RWSV that week will be matched by the Community Foundation 
on a prorated basis. More details are provided in this newsletter.

In closing, I am grateful to serve our residents and family members. I pray that each of you has a safe and happy 
summer.

Sincerely,

Robin Knight, VP of Personal Care Services & Administrator

Robin Knight, Vice President of Personal 
Care Services & Administrator

Robin Knight and Barney visit with resident, 
Lena Gilliland in her apartment.



Residents at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley recently 
welcomed some new feathered friends with the addition of a bird 

aviary to the building. 
The aviary was created by Living 

Designs in Worthing, S.D., and 
was delivered to The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley on March 9, 2022. 

Measuring 6 ½ feet high by 4 
feet wide, the aviary is located 
in the lobby, just inside the main 
entrance. Living Designs provided 
a complete aviary system, including 
a handcrafted wood aviary, the 
birds and all supplies. 

Currently, the aviary is home 
to ten songbirds, including saffron finches, shaft-tail finches, red-
cheeked cordonbleus, zebra finches, a canary and a red bishop. 

A technician will visit regularly to care for the birds to ensure their health and wellness, to deep-clean the 
aviary as needed, and to replenish supplies. 

“The residents and visitors here are really enjoying the new 
aviary,” said Administrator Ashley Bradford. “Residents are 
gathering to watch the birds. I believe this has been a wonderful 
addition to The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley.” 

Research has shown that interacting with animals decreases 
levels of cortisol, a stress-related hormone, in the body, lowers 
blood pressure, reduces loneliness and anxiety, improves feelings 
of emotional wellbeing, and encourages social interaction. 

“We were excited to be able to add an aviary to The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley thanks to generous contributions from several 

individuals and organizations,” said Dawn Hartman, Director of Strategic Giving. “Birdwatching is an activity 
that everyone can enjoy, regardless of their age or physical ability.” 

Ralph Perilli of Pulaski, Pa., made a gift for the aviary in memory of his mother Mary Perilli, who was a 
resident from September 2019 to January 2021. Funds for the project also came from the annual Resident 
Christmas Appeal. After Christmas gifts are purchased for each resident, the excess raised is used to purchase 
items on the Resident Wishlist that residents can enjoy throughout the year. The aviary has been on the 
wishlist for several years. 

In addition, grants were received for the project from the T.J. 
Kavanagh Foundation, the JP/5S O’Brien Family Foundation and 
Walmart in Hermitage, Pa. 

Elizabeth Ellis, who has lived at The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley since July 2021, is an avid fan of the aviary. “It’s calming 

and entertaining to see how they 
interact,” she said with a smile. 

She will gladly fill you in on 
all the aviary happenings–from 
the exciting news that they’ve 
welcomed two babies since the 
aviary arrived to interesting facts 
about the different kinds of birds 
who live there. “We are learning 
lots about the birds. They are a 
very nice addition,” she said. 

Fellow resident Mike Drobney, 
who has lived at The Ridgewood for two years, also enjoys watching the 

birds. “They’re very fascinating! Quite lively,” he said, chuckling. “We all love watching them. We just gather 
there around mealtimes and watch. They’re entertaining!”

Thank you to all of the donors who helped make this wonderful addition possible! 

The Birds Have Landed

A canary and a red-cheeked 
cordonbleu Universal Worker Jewel Driggers & Resident Care 

Coordinator Samantha Solyan welcome the new 
“residents” to The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley. 

“Everyone likes birds. What wild 
creature is more accessible to  
our eyes and ears, as close to 
us and everyone in the world, 

as universal as a bird?”
- Nature historian David Attenborough

The new baby birds born at  
The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley

Elizabeth Ellis, one of the residents, 
enjoys watching the birds.



The tradition continutes! Each year on Valentine’s Day, we celebrate our 
“Sweethearts” at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley who are 90+ years old. 

This year our residents were given a corsage/boutonniere, enjoyed a special dessert 
at lunch and posed for photos.

Sweethearts @ 90!Sweethearts @ 90!



Say “Hello” to Neta Coleman, PCA
Neta is one of our dedicated team members 

at RWSV. She has been a part of our team 
for four years. Originally she was hired for 
transportation and when an opening presented 
for a personal care attendant, she accepted. 
Neta was a manager at K-Mart for 28 years until 
they closed, before coming to work at RWSV.

Neta loves the residents and says she, “can’t 
help but get attached to them!” As she attends to 
the residents in her care, she said, “I think about 
my own parents. I think of how I would want 
them to be treated.” And we’re sure that our 
residents and their families appreciate that!

Before the pandemic, the residents enjoyed 
being active and going on outings and Neta 
is looking forward to getting back to regular 
activites. “I try to help get the residents to 
participate in the activities around here and I’m 

really looking forward to families coming back and enjoying time with their loved ones again.” 
Outside of work, Neta enjoys spending time with her family and said, “right now, it’s all about my 

grandsons.” She and her daughter work opposite shifts, so Neta watches the boys (RJ, age 3 and Khiry, age 
2) while her daughter works. “We’ve been to every water park there is!” She is enjoying the warmer weather 
of spring and summer and knows the residents are, too. “I’m so glad our residents can go for walks and 
enjoy fresh air again.” Thank you, Neta for your loving care and attention to the residents at The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley!

Neta and Lena enjoy a short visit outisde in the sun before Neta 
goes home for the day.

Meet Anna Gross
Anna Gross rang in the New Year as a new resident at The 

Ridgewood at Shenango Valley – she moved in on Dec. 31, 
2021. 

Anna and her husband, Martin (who sadly passed away in 
August of 2020) have been residents of Sharon, Pa., since they 
traveled to the United States from Germany on a war ship in 
1957. The journey took two weeks. She was only 17 years old 
and remembers, “lots of sea sickness.”

Anna taught herself English in just about two years by 
reading books, magazines, newspapers – essentially anything 
she could get her hands on to read! To this day, she still loves to 
read and has been enjoying books from the collection at RWSV.

She also loves to sew and was very happy to be able to bring 
her sewing machine with her to The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley. Anna made a lovely pair of curtains for her apartment out 
of a new set of bed sheets.

“I’m satisfied here,” Anna said. “I always participate in 
the activities they offer and I’ve been walking every day and 
enjoying the sunshine!”

Anna is mostly independent and said, “I can still take care of 
myself, but I’m glad to have the staff here and they are all very 
nice.” Aside from reading, and sewing, Anna enjoys her quiet 
time, but is also looking forward to getting to know her new 
neighbors and socialize more. Welcome to RWSV, Anna!

Anna poses for a photo beside her treasured 
sewing machine, leaning on a homemade pillow 

that matches the curtains she made for her 
apartment.



The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley is 
participating in the 3rd annual PA OH Gives, 
Giving Week through the Community Foundation 
of Western PA and Eastern OH, June 18-24, 
2022. All donations received for The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley this week will benefit the 
Good Samartian Fund for benevolent care.
The Good Samaritan Fund supports benevolent 

care and ensures a resident never has to leave 
or adjust the level of care they receive because 
they have exhausted their financial resources. 
Last year, The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley 

provided more than $158,000 in unfunded 
and benevolent care. With the effects of rising 
inflation this need continues to grow and we can 
use your help now more than ever. 
This virtual giving event, hosted by the 

Community Foundation of Western PA and 
Eastern OH, helps local nonprofits like The 
Ridgewood at Shenango Valley that are still 
struggling with the effects of COVID-19. 
An exciting part about Giving Week is that any 

donation that is made during this time will be 
matched by the Community Foundation on a 
prorated basis! The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley will receive 100% of all donations, the 
match from the Community Foundation and a 
breakdown of who made each contribution.

Ways to Give:
1. Credit card - Visit www.paohgives.org, 
click Programs and choose The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley to make your donation online. 
(All online donations received between midnight 
on Saturday, June 18 and 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 
June 24 at The Community Foundation will be 
eligible for the matching contribution.)
2. Check - Must be made payable to the 
Community Foundation of W PA & E OH 
with “The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley” in 
the memo line. Checks can be mailed to the 
Community Foundation of W PA & E OH at 7 
West State Street, Suite 301, Sharon, PA 16146 
OR mailed to The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley at 1 Elston Way, Hermitage, PA 16148. 
Checks can also be dropped off at either 
location by Friday, June 24 at 11:00 a.m. (Early 
or late donations are not eligible for the match 
but will be passed on to The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley.)
Please consider making a personal donation 

for The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley during 
PA OH Gives, Giving Week to increase your 
impact! Thank you so much for your support! For 
more information, please call Teresa Findley or 
Dawn Hartman at the Charitable Giving Office at 
724-588-7610.
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Donation Report - Charitable Giving Office
January 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021

Annual Support
General Support 2,825.87$    
Specific Project (Aviary) 5,500.00$    
Benevolent Care 8,493.83$    
Christmas 4,601.63$    
Total of Annual Support 21,421.33$  

General Support Specific Project (Aviary) Benevolent Care Christmas
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Thank you so much to these generous friends who donated in 2021  
to benefit the residents at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley:

The following tribute gifts were made in 2021:

Benevolent Care

Christmas
General  
Support Bird 

Aviary 
Project

How Donations 
Were Designated

In Honor of

In Memory of



One Elston Way
Hermitage, Pa. 16148

 www.rwsv.org

Taken care of.
One Elston Way 
HERMITAGE, PA

If you’re thinking about daily care for a loved one, 
you can trust that they will be taken care of at The 
Ridgewood at Shenango Valley.

As a premier senior living residence in Shenango Valley, The Ridgewood offers private apartments with 
options for personal care and assistance with daily living if needed. Short term stays are also available. 

For more information, please visit RWSV.org or call 724-347-0998 to schedule a tour.


