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Dates to Remember
17th Annual Strawberry Festival & Auction - Sunday, June 9

17th Annual Family Picnic - Saturday, August 10
Annual Christmas Tea - Sunday, December 15

A message from the administrator
It’s my pleasure to have been appointed as the Administrator in Training at The Ridgewood 

at Shenango Valley. I am in my third month and am excited for the opportunity to get to know our 
residents and their families as well as our staff as we work together to meet residents’ needs. I 
believe my education and experience in health care has prepared me for this opportunity and look 
forward to all that this opportunity presents.

During these first few months, our team has worked diligently on several initiatives. First, we 
successfully completed our annual Department of Human Services survey. Second, we have 
installed a new wireless nurse call system. Third, we have established electronic medical records 
and documentation for staff to use for all of our residents’ records.

I’ve learned throughout my years of experience that we always have room to grow and 
improve and appreciate the opportunity to work with State surveyors to identify such areas. Our 
2019 survey served as valuable learning experience for me and sets foundational benchmarks as 
our team continues to prioritize quality care and services.

Our new nurse call system was received by residents with great enthusiasm providing 
residents with better mobility in and around our building with security of knowing help is just a 
call away. The system included wireless call buttons in multiple locations within each apartment, 

zones throughout the building for common areas, and personal help buttons worn by each resident throughout our grounds. In addition, we have 
incorporated the use of new two-way radio technology that enhances staff communication wherever they may be located in the building or out on 
the grounds.

Our new electronic medical records provides opportunity to create concise and current records for residents including care and support given 
by all staff.

In addition, we are grateful for special opportunities to gather with residents and often their families. In February, we celebrated our annual 
Sweethearts at 90 recognizing those residents who are 90 years “young” or older. We also held our annual Calendar Tea, an event that features 
a luncheon specially prepared by Chef Vicki and our dining staff at themed tables decorated by staff that represent holidays throughout the year. 
In March, we held our annual Easter Dinner in which many of our residents shared with their families enjoying holiday traditions.

June 9 marks the date for our 17th Annual Strawberry Festival and Auction. I hope you mark your calendar and plan to join us. Festivities 
start at 1 p.m. and will finish at 4 p.m..

On a personal note, I have found residents, family members and my team members to be genuinely warm and friendly. I appreciate our 
culture of care and look forward to enhancing our person-centered approach.  I look forward to working with our board members as we manage 
today’s operations and plan for a future that best serves our residents.

          — Sonya Tinker, Administrator



Ervin Buck and his wife, Sue moved into The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley nearly one year ago. Originally from 
Topeka, Kansas, Erv worked at the Sante Fe Railroad Company 
for 33 years. His wife was an LPN. They have a son who lives 
in Chicago and a daughter whose in-laws live locally and that is 
how they found The Ridegwood at Shenango Valley. Erv is now 
94 years old. The Bucks owned a home on Valley View Road in 
Hermitage before moving into The Ridgewood. 

The Bucks enjoyed traveling, frequently making their way back 
to Kansas to visit. Erv always wanted to travel the entire way 
across Route 66 and made it as far as Oklahoma City. Another 
favorite destination was Branson, MO where he enjoyed fishing.

“The people are very good here,” Erv said, “The other residents 
are all very nice. For some reason everyone is friendlier here than 
they were in Kansas!” 

Erv enjoys following Kansas Wildcats’ basketball on the 
internet and his grandchildren email him photos and keep him up-
to-date on family happenings.

Erv Buck, in his apartment.

Rita Schultz poses for a picture with her 
completed spring craft project.

Rita Schultz joined the family at The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley a year and a half ago. She especially enjoys 
the outdoor spaces and sitting in the courtyard when the weather 
is nice and the flowers are blooming.

Before moving into The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley, she 
lived in Sharpsville and worked in the high school cafeteria for 33 
years. She first started working at the high school when her two 
sons were there. “I thought I needed to be there to look out for 
them,” she said. Her husband worked at Sharon Steel until they 
closed and he was able to reitre.

Rita’s daughter-in-law and niece visit often and keep her 
stocked up with good books to read. She likes having a private 
room to herself, goes to bingo and really enjoys working on the 
craft projects with the other residents.

“The staff is nice, they treat us all very well,” Rita said. “And 
I like that we get a choice for our meals. One night recently, I 
wasn’t in the mood for soup and asked for a peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich—and it really tasted good! It was a real treat!”

Rita loved to travel and enjoyed spending time on the beaches 
up and down the eastern coast of the United States. She fondly remembers the two weeks she 
spent in Hawaii (Kauai and Oahu) and she said she “didn’t want to come back!”
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Meet a few New Residents



Meet the Charitable Giving Department

Want more information about the benefits of giving to The 
Ridgewood at Shenango Valley? Please don’t hesitate 
to contact us at 724-588-9613 or stop by our office in the 
Keifer Building on St. Paul’s campus in Greenville.  

In photo from left: 
Gail Fay, Administrative Assistant, ext. 1217
Teresa Findley, Director of Annual Giving, ext. 1237
Dawn Hartman, Director of Planned/Major Giving, ext. 1214

Benevolent care supports our mission at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley 
to provide meaning, richness of life and health care services to our residents. It 
ensures no one ever has to leave The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley because 
they run out of financial resources and cannot afford the full cost of their 
care. No matter how well you try to plan for the future, with life expectancy 
continuing to rise, running out of savings can become a reality for anyone. 

Benevolent care is supported through the Good Samaritan Fund. Every year 
we have two annual fundraisers to help raise money for this fund - the Good 
Samaritan Annual Appeal and the Strawberry Festival. 

The Annual Appeal is a letter that is mailed to current and past family 
members of residents as well as other friends of The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley, asking for donations to the Good Samaritan Fund. Watch for that letter 
to hit your mailbox or email inbox in August this year. No amount is too little, 
and every gift is greatly appreciated. 

The annual Strawberry Festival is held in June and provides fun and fellowship 
for The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley residents and community. The event 
features three levels of chance auctions, 50/50 Raffle, live music & fun for kids. 
For more details please check out the full page ad in this issue. 

The Good Samaritan Fund is only possible through your support. Last year 
more than $40,0000 was provided in unfunded and benevolent care at The 
Ridgewood at Shenango Valley. Please help us to make a difference in the lives 
of our residents. 

The Meaning of Benevolent Care
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Staff Recognition

Melanie Martin, a Dining Aide at The 
Ridgewood at Shenango Valley, was 
recently recognized for her 10 years of 
service. Melanie was hired in 2008 serving 
most all of her years in dining. She enjoys 
her work, describing it to be much like 
working in a restaurant. She hopes to do her 
part to create a nice dining experience for 
her residents. Her favorite part of her job is 
taking care of the residents. She will also tell 
you her least favorite is cleaning pots and 
pans! 

 Most of all she enjoys working during 
special events such as the Christmas Tea 
and the Family Picnic and says, “I enjoy 
seeing residents spending time with their 
families enjoying their company.” 

Melanie is originally from Columbus, Ohio 
and currently resides in Brookfield, Ohio. She has three children and enjoys shopping, Pinterest 
and online searching. She also enjoys traveling and says her favorite trips were traveling to 
Florida and Tennessee. As for her job, she says, “I’d work at Ridgewood Shenango all over 
again – I really enjoy the residents and I enjoy helping people. God gave me the gift to help 
others and I am happy to use it.”

Leo Smargiasso announced his retirement after  
18 years of service to The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley as the Maintenance Specialist. 

Leo’s primary responsibilities have included 
maintenance of the grounds and vehicles as well as 
maintaining the building and inside equipment. 

Leo resides in Greenville with his wife Trudy. They have  
been married 38 years and have two married daughters 
and three grandchildren. In his retirement, Leo looks 
forward to hunting and fishing and traveling with his wife.  

During his years of service, Leo took pride in keeping 
the grounds looking their best, and the building contents 
running smoothly. “I truly enjoyed the residents most of 
all...their knowledge of the past and their good humor, 
even the testy ones!” 

Leo was a valued team member and  a constant 
support to staff. We will miss you Leo and we wish you 
well in this next chapter of your life!

Melanie, left, pictured with Maggie Reel, resident.

Leo Smargiasso is pictured at last year’s 
Family Picnic celebrating the 20th anniversary 

at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley.



Solyan Resumes Resident Care Coordination
Samantha Solyan recently resumed her role as 

the Resident Care Coordinator at The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley where she has worked since 2010. 
She holds an associate’s degree from LTI and earned 
her LPN from Choffin Career and Technical Center in 
Youngstown, Ohio. She has served the residents as a 
personal care attendant, head nurse, administrator and 
accepted her current position winter 2019. 

She returned to this position in order to fill a 
much needed and significant role. As Resident Care 
Coordinator, Samantha manages all resident assessments 
as well as the development of care plans for each 
resident. In addition, she coordinates services with 
outside health care providers including primary care 
physicians and specialists. She assists residents with 
medication management and also supports staff by 

providing personal care services to residents as needed.
During her nine year tenure at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley, Samantha has developed personal relationships 

with the residents and their families. She knows the resident’s needs and uses her experience and knowledge to meet 
their personal care and health care needs.

“I am thrilled to put my education and experience into practice to better serve our residents and families,” Samantha 
said. She lives in Hermitage where she enjoys baking, cooking and hanging out with her two cats, Gracie and Binx.

New Nurse Call System Offers Peace of Mind
Sonya Tinker, administrator, showcases the new nurse call system by ASCC Advanced Solutions. The system 

includes personal help buttons for each resident, wireless pull cords strategically located in every apartment for 
easy access, pagers that staff carry to receive alerts, and software that tracks alerts and indicates the location of the 
resident calling.  

The system works throughout the building and on the grounds adjacent to the building. Receivers throughout the 
building locate the resident and notify staff. The system is a welcomed addition to services for residents providing 
them with a great sense of peace and security.

Samantha, left, is pictured with Marion Gulla, resident.



Royce Wilhelm, DPM is a regional podiatrist 
that visits The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley 
every two months to provide foot care to residents 
making these services very convenient. Dr. 
Wilhelm is pictured with Alice Toth during his 
most recent visit.

Special Services

Margaret Sabo, right, enjoys doing jigsaw 
puzzles with her caregiver Linda.

Putting the Pieces
Together!

Tracy Quintero, LPN, recently joined The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley team. She is a recent graduate of the Mercer County Career 
Center nursing program. She worked for St. Paul’s Without Walls as a 
Care Partner while attending her training and she worked as a CNA for 
13 years prior to that.  

Her daily responsibilities include assisting residents with activities 
of daily living, assisting with medications, securing vitals for residents 
as needed, documentation and coordinating health care needs with our 
providers including primary care physicians and specialists. Tracy also 
steps in to help when residents are acutely ill. 

Tracy resides in Fredonia and has two children including her 14 
year old son who lives at home. She enjoys fishing, the outdoors, and 
gardening. Tracy loves talking with residents about fishing and sharing 
photos of her catches. She is thoroughly enjoying her job and says, “It’s 
amazing here! It was a blessing for me to have received this position 
in such a nice facility. During my training I spent time in many other 
facilities and this was the nicest. Everyone is very pleasant. When I was 

offered the job I was so very excited.  It’s a great place for me to learn and grow as a nurse. Residents here are 
beautiful people. In addition to growing as a nurse I am growing as a leader learning to take the lead for issues that 
arise during my shifts - especially on weekends. I am inserting my entire being into my job. I feel welcome and 
appreciated.”  

For Tracy her new job is about the residents. Family have called her a “breath of fresh air.”  Sonya Tinker 
describes Tracy as “calm, good with the residents and eager to learn.”

Help us welcome Tracy



Sweethearts @ 90

Each year on Valentine’s Day, we celebrate our “Sweethearts” at The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley who are 90+ years old. This year all of our residents dressed in 

holiday colors, enjoyed a special lunch and posed for photos with staff.



Outright Gifts 
You can make an outright gift of cash or check. 

Credit Card Donations
If you would like to make a donation via credit card, 
you can do so quickly and securely on The Ridgewood 
at Shenango Valley’s website at www.rwsv.org. 

Recurring Monthly Gifts 
Some individuals like to spread out their annual 
contribution on a monthly basis. A popular way to do 
this is to set up your bank account to automatically 
send a gift each month.

Gifts of  Securities
Appreciated stocks or bonds may be gifted. By 
transferring securities to The Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley, you avoid capital gains taxes.

Donor Advised Funds
The Community Foundation of Western PA & Eastern 
OH can set up a donor advised fund for you to support 
your favorite charities like The Ridgewood. 

IRA Charitable Rollover
Once you reach the age of 70 1/2, you must take out 
a required minimum distribution from your IRA each 
year. If you don’t need the money for personal use and 
don’t want it to increase your taxable income, you can 
choose to direct it to The Ridgewood instead. 

PLANNED GIVING
A charitable donation that is made through an estate 
plan is called a planned gift. This enables philanthropic 
individuals to make larger gifts than they could make 
from their income alone. 

Bequests
You can make provisions in your will to donate a 
certain dollar amount or percentage of your estate 
to The Ridgewood. These gifts are free from 
federal estate tax and estate and inheritance taxes 
in most states.

Charitable Gift Annuity
Your tax-deductible gift will be used to fund an 
annuity that will guarantee you lifetime income. 

Gifts of  Life Insurance
You can assign The Ridgewood as a beneficiary 
of your life insurance policy. When you do this, the 
cash value of the policy and premiums may be 
deducted on your taxes.

Gifts of  Retirement Funds
You could name The Ridgewood as the beneficiary 
of your retirement account. This will save your 
heirs from owing income/estate taxes on these 
funds.

The Nonprofit Difference
There is a big difference between nonprofit and for profit senior 
living communities. The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley is proud to 
have the nonprofit difference. Some of the hallmarks that define 
The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley as a nonprofit are: 

 9 The quality of care and staffing levels
 9 Community engagement
 9 A diverse board of volunteer directors
 9 A clearly-defined charitable mission 
 9 A benevolent care program - residents never have to worry about leaving The Ridgewood at Shenango  

     Valley if they exhaust their financial resources.
 9 YOU! The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley would not be able to what it does without loyal donors and  

     friends like you. 

If The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley has positively impacted your life or the life of a 
loved one, please consider giving back. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! Here are a few of 
the ways you can give:

For more information about ways to give, 
please contact Dawn Hartman, Director of 
Planned & Major Giving, or Teresa Findley, 
Director of Annual Giving, at 724-588-7610.  



More about Sonya Tinker, NHA, 
PCH, Administrator  

Sonya is originally from Philadelphia. She grew up in New Jersy 
and attended Averett University where she received her bachelor’s 
degree in business. She is married to Oswald Tinker. Together they 
have moved around the country during Oswald’s 21 years of service 
in the Unites States Navy. They have two adult children.

Sonya enjoys reading, music and traveling the U.S.  Her bucket 
list includes visiting all of the Presidential Libraries in the U.S.

While serving in human resources, Sonya was introduced 
to long-term care and fell in love with the opportunity to serve 

older adults. She sees her role as administrator at The Ridgewood at 
Shenango Valley as an opportunity to help others grow in their roles as caregivers providing the best care. She enjoys 
talking with residents and learning their stories.

The 3rd annual Calendar Tea was held on March 5. 
Staff decorated dining room tables with themes that coordinated with a month on the 

calendar. Lots of colorful decorations made for a fun-filled lunchtime!

Calendar Tea

In Loving Memory
Mary Stafford – 1/25/19

Betty Stafford – 3/18/19

Josephine Zvarich – 3/20/19

John Songer – 4/13/19

Sonya, left, pictured with Charlotte Pelini, resident.



The event features three levels of chance auctions, 
50/50 Raffle, LIVE music & fun for kids!  

Specially prepared strawberry desserts are served and we welcome your donations.

Auction items include: gift baskets, gift certificates, art, 
golf and travel packages, seasonal items and much more!  

Proceeds from the auctions and raffles benefit the Good Samaritan Fund 
at The Ridgewood at Shenango Valley and are used solely 

for benevolent and unfunded care.

Admission is $1 or one canned food item (to be donated to the Community Food Warehouse, Sharon, Pa.)

One Elston Way, Hermitage, PA • next to UPMC Horizon

Special Drawing!Bring this  coupon to the 
event for a FREE chanceto win a $$ CASH PRIZE $$Limit three coupons per person.Additional chancesmay be purchasedfor $5 each.RWSV Newsletter

Sunday, June 9
1– 4 p.m.
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One Elston Way, Hermitage, Pa., 16148  • Call today for a tour:  724-347-0998

Shenango Valley’s premier Senior Living Residence.
Private apartments with options for personal care and assistance with daily living if needed. Short-term stays are also available.


