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RESIDENTS, FAMILIES and TEAM MEMBERS OF THE RIDGEWOOD AT SHENANGO VALLEY  
 
June 30, 2020 
 
COVID TESTING INITIATIVE 
 
On June 26, 2020, PA Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel Levine, mandated testing of staff and residents in 
personal care across PA.  
 
The baseline testing mandate from the State is geared more towards enhancing existing infection control 
processes and not necessarily designed for diagnosis. It is important to note that we will plan to act accordingly 
based on our test results; however, completing baseline testing will not necessarily have an impact on when we 
re‐open to visitors and/or may not change our current operating procedures. 
 
Given the fact that this testing has been mandated for all residents and team members, we wanted to do 
everything we could to ensure our plan was appropriate for our residents and team members, the process went 
smoothly and, most importantly, it’s relatively pleasant for all involved. One of our greatest concerns at the 
onset was the invasive and unpleasant approach that most common testing kits available utilized.  
 
We are very pleased to report that we have found an acceptable, much more pleasant and approved option for 
testing our residents and team members. This testing approach is a nasal swab, which may best be described as 
cleaning your nostrils out with a tissue. 
 
Under the orders of each resident’s primary care physician and an order from Dr. Aaron Listopad for our team 
members, we will begin our baseline testing on Monday July 6, 2020 with the intent of having all Ridgewood 
Shenango Valley residents and team members completed by week’s end.   
 
We intend to stay on a tight timeline and get through the testing process as quickly as possible so that our 
results will be received in a short time window.  Test results take approximately 48 hours.  Should a resident 
test positive, the resident and family will be notified immediately. If you have any questions related to this 
testing initiative please feel free to reach out to Robin Knight, VP of Personal Care Services at 724-347-0998. 
 
As always, we encourage you to refer to the CDC, CMS and PA DOH websites for more information. Please 
monitor our website (www.rwsv.org) for updated information as our guidelines are subject to change. 
 
We continue to stress the importance of handwashing, social distancing and wearing a mask as the best 
approaches to preventing the spread of COVID-19 and Influenza.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this communication contact Robin Knight, VP of Personal Care.  
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