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ENERGY SAVINGS FOR 
LARGE GROCERY 

STORE CHAIN
  CASE STUDY 

A large grocery store chain with over 1,200 locations 
across the Southeastern region of the United States, 

has two thirds of their stores located in Florida 
- a state whose summer months can reach 90 

degrees daily. The cost to maintain a comfortable 
temperature for customers and employees is 

high in these conditions. The customer needed 
a cost-effective door solution that provided a 

comfortable environment, while also reducing energy 
consumption.

CHALLENGE
The cost to air condition 1,200 stores in one of America’s warmest regions was high. The storerooms, which are not 
typically cooled, were utilizing only vinyl curtains at the entrance. These curtains provided a visual barrier but were 
ineffective in providing environmental temperature separation and were a large source of wasted energy. 
 
In addition, regular traffic from employees and fork trucks snagged and tore the curtains which required the frequent 
replacement of vinyl strips. Furthermore, the dirt and grease that were prone to gathering on the curtains tended to 
stain the uniforms of customer-facing employees.
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PRODUCT SOLUTION
Chase Doors wanted to provide a door that would help create a better temperature barrier. This seal would cause 
less energy to be wasted and lower the cost to maintain a comfortable temperature. The door also needed to be 
durable and less susceptible to damage to decrease the recurring cost of replacement. After much testing, it was 
decided that the Durulite Industrial was that door.

Known for its ease of maintenance and long service life, the Durulite Industrial provides a lower replacement 
cost compared to easily damaged strip curtains. Also, the double-acting V-Cam Hinge System, despite being 
very durable, operates with unexpected easability. By design, the door is less susceptible to damage and is 
aesthetically pleasing to employees and customers. Its insulated foam core and full perimeter rubber gasketing 
also help to mitigate temperature loss.

Installing the Durulite Industrial door in the storerooms lowered the cost of air conditioning by 30%. 

The doors were installed across multiple locations and customer-facing employees are now able to pass through 
the doors with better efficiency while significantly decreasing damage to the door. These doors allow employees 
to work in a clean, more comfortable environment, while lowering energy costs and minimizing waste for the 
company.


